New Life, Full Life
for the Wimborne area

St John’s Church Vision

‘Make the most of
every opportunity’
Colossians 4v5

INTRODUCTION

This booklet sets out the Vision, Values and
Aspirations of St John’s Church between now and
2020. After prayer and reflection before God, we
see ourselves as a Church community being
challenged by God with the opportunity to offer
both New Life and Full Life to the Wimborne area
and beyond.
We are called to be the church He wants us to be.
This challenges each of us to be disciples of the
Lord Jesus, so that we become more like Him in
our daily lives.
St John’s Church stands ready to reach out and
welcome all who would like to journey with God,
as we commit ourselves to pray, serve and grow
healthy, loving gospel communities across this
area, so that many can be reached for Christ.
This is an outward looking vision that seeks God’s
blessing on this area of Wimborne. Inside this
booklet, you can see the distinct role that St John’s
longs to play. The Church family needs to be ready
to help and encourage others to find and know
God’s love in Jesus Christ. We urge the Church
family to commit to this vision by the way that we
live and by giving generously to God’s work across
Wimborne.
3

OUR VISION
To encourage all in the
Wimborne area to share in the
New Life and Full Life that is
found in Jesus Christ
What is ‘New Life’?
New Life is found when people have a living
relationship with Jesus, which they come to through
faith and repentance. New Life starts now and
continues into eternity.

What is ‘Full Life’?
Full Life is found when people learn to live every day
with Jesus and grow in their love and knowledge of
God and each other. This will be seen by becoming
more Christ-like, and serving one another and the
wider world.
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CORE BELIEFS
The Work of the Spirit
We believe that the Spirit is powerfully at work
today making Christ known to the world and
transforming us to be more like Christ.

The Primacy of the Word
We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of
God and the primary way in which the Spirit works
to make Christ known.
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OUR V


Prayer before Activity
‘And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests.’ (Ephesians 6:18a)
We understand that God loves to work when His people pray
and are committed to prayer as a priority before activity.



Community above Individualism
‘If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honoured, every part rejoices with it.’ (1 Corinthians 12:26)
We are called to be a loving and welcoming community
which seeks together to release the full potential of the
whole church for mission and ministry.



Disciples who Worship
‘...offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God...’ (Romans 12:1)
We are called to be whole-life disciples of Christ throughout
the week, equipped as a church family through our worship
in services, Home Growth Groups and other activities.



Outward not Inward
‘...you will be my witnesses...to the ends of the earth.’
(Acts 1:8)
We are committed to developing and maintaining
opportunities in our local community with the aim of
engaging, serving and speaking about Christ.
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ALUES


People before Programmes
‘...show mercy and compassion to one another.’
(Zechariah 7:9)
We are committed to growing deeper relationships, both
inside and outside the church family, and showing Christ-like
care and compassion to those in need.



Christ above Culture
‘Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.’ (Romans 12:2a)
We must be committed to Christ above our culture,
understanding that our engagement with the world should
be shaped by biblical thinking and values.



Preaching with Power
‘But we preach Christ crucified... Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God.’ (1 Corinthians 1:23-24)
We understand that as God’s Word is faithfully taught
pointing us to Christ, the Holy Spirit will work in power to
change us into the Church He wants us to be.



Global not just Local
‘...and all peoples on earth will be blessed through
you.’ (Genesis 12:3)
We are called to support God’s mission particularly our
Global Action partners and the suffering Church through
encouragement, prayer and giving.
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OUR ASPIRATIO
To Grow






To see a deepening of our prayer life that is evidenced in
an increase in vitality and numbers at all our Church prayer
meetings.
To see a deepening of our informal hospitality, with more
people opening their homes to one another, and
particularly to newcomers.
To see a deepening of Bible reading across the life of the
church, including individual, one-to-one and small group
Bible studies.
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ONS: 2016-2020
To Go






To see a deeper engagement in preaching, and teaching
that is more relevant to the issues that confront disciples of
Christ in the world.
To become disciples who are being transformed by the Holy
Spirit so that we become more like Christ and live out our
faith with those around us during the week.
To see the progress of our Home Growth Groups becoming
places of both ministry and mission, enabling more people
to be involved in service to the community.

To Sow






To sow the seed of the Gospel into the lives of the people
we meet, through activities for children, youth and adults.
To see an increase in personal evangelism shown through
more testimonies of Gospel conversations and more people
being invited to outreach events.
To train up volunteer leaders in every area of ministry who
are capable of assisting in that area, explaining the Gospel
and engaging with people’s questions.
9

WHAT NOW?
Wimborne is a community that is changing. God has put
us here at this time to have the privilege of holding out
New Life and Full Life that can only be found in Jesus
Christ. Imagine how different our community might be if
we see the Spirit of God drawing many into a relationship
with Jesus.
We encourage you to embrace our vision, to pray for
those who lead our church and for one another that we
might hold out New Life and Full Life with those who live
amongst us.
We also recommend that you get stuck in to getting this
Vision going!


What can you do to grow as a Christian?



Why not invite friends to services, events or small
group activities?
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‘Surely I am with you
always’
Matthew 28v20

