St John’s Mission Workshop
1. [image: Cursor with solid fill]GeoGuesser – photo quiz [5-12]
a. God knows all of these – by name
2. [image: Cursor with solid fill]God’s heart for the whole world [13-17]
a. Gen 12:3, [image: Cursor with solid fill]Matthew 28:19-20, [image: Cursor with solid fill]Rev 7:9
b. Big Story – God’s plan has ALWAYS been global – every tribe, language, nation
3. People Group  UPG [18-24]
a. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Where are UPGs
4. Progress so far [25-32]
a. [image: Cursor with solid fill]China – 1949 became communist – fewer than 1 million Christians. Now around 100 million  - same as USA.
i. [image: Cursor with solid fill] [China map – slide 12]
b. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Muslim world – DREAMS – Popular radio show, “How to interpret your dreams”
i. Jesus speaking Scripture to them, even Scripture they had never heard before.
ii. Jesus telling people to do something.
iii. A dream or vision that led to a feeling of being clean or at peace.
iv. A man in white physically appearing.
v. Illus. – Muslim neighbour looked through old wedding pictures.
1. Stopped at one picture that showed a communion set with an old ornate silver jug
c. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Iran – 40 years ago – 500 Christians. Now between 1-3 million, tens of thousands attending online church every month
i. [map – in folder “Iran-map”]
ii. Why? 
1. Disillusioned with strict state religious ideology
2. The hope, love and redemption themes in the Bible resonate.
3. 100 arrested for attending house churches
d. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Indonesia – 286 million
i. [map – in folder “Indonesia-world map”]
ii. Almost half of all Muslim Background Believers (Christians who used to be Muslims) are in Indonesia.
iii. 43 million are Christian - 
iv. Government becoming concerned and has stopped counting 
5. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Challenges [32-40]
a. Barriers:
i. Language & culture
1. Thai language
ii. Geographic isolation
iii. Hostile governments or persecution
1. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Persecuted Christians
a. [Open Doors map – slide 28]
iv. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Lack of Christian workers
b. Most unreached people live in places where few Christians are willing to go.
1. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Distribution around the world - CHART
2. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Countries vs Nations – One Country – Many Nations - INDIA 
a. Fact dump:
i. Over 1.4 billion people
ii. 4,630 people groups - nations
iii. 2,250 Unreached People Groups – 1,700 LEAST REACHED
iv. 90% of the population is considered unreached (1.26 billion)


3. Stories from India 
a. A significant Indian missionary movement with over 250 Indian missionary societies and a huge missionary force. Indian missionaries have gone to almost every part of India and attempted to reach many unreached people with the gospel.
b. [image: Cursor with solid fill]Breakthroughs are reported among many people groups. Several high-caste Hindus, secular but educated and upwardly mobile middle classes are showing signs of openness to change. This openness and receptivity has resulted in conversions of people in many parts of India and the formation of innovative churches — mostly house churches.
c. Raj’s story – 45 year old from lower caste:
i. Two high caste, Brahmin families decided to follow Jesus - a significant breakthrough. One came to Christ after witnessing a miraculous answer to prayer: 
1. a childless couple, unable to conceive for ten years despite seeking help from doctors and Hindu gurus, received prayer from local believers. A month later, the wife became pregnant. Their son, named Abishek (“Anointing”), became a testimony of God’s power.
ii. Fruit of long-term, persevering prayer by Raj. He trained every believer to share the gospel and pray for others, emphasising that miracles and transformation often came through ordinary Christians, not just pastors and missionaries.
d. [image: Cursor with solid fill]The increasing influence of Christianity and the growing number of Christians with expansion of new churches have, however, alerted the fundamentalist groups. In some places, these groups with the support of right-wing political parties have brought about systematic persecution and harm upon the Christian community.
4. [image: Cursor with solid fill]PrayerCast video 
a. VIDEO – Prayer for India watch it hear https://prayercast.com/prayer-topic/india/ 
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